Critical Appraisal Worksheet - Prognosis

	Student:
	Date: 


	Complete Article Citation (APA format):
 


	Article Abstract/Summary (emphasis on methods - see Summarizing Study Methods):

 


Appraisal (be sure to provide your comments - simple yes/no answers normally are not acceptable)
	Are the Results Valid?*

	Questions
	Comments

	Was there a representative and well-defined sample of patients at a similar point in the course of disease?
	

	Was follow-up sufficiently long and complete?
	

	Were objective and unbiased outcome criteria used?
	

	Was there adjustment for important prognostic factors?
	

	Was there validation in an independent group ("test-set") of patients?
	

	What are the Results?*

	Questions
	Comments

	How large is the likelihood of the outcome event(s) in a specified period of time?
	

	How precise are the estimates of likelihood?
	

	How Can the Results Apply to Patient Care?*

	Questions
	Comments

	Were the study patients and their management similar to mine?
	

	Will the results impact on my conclusions about what to offer or tell my patients?
	

	Do the results of this study fit with other available evidence?
	


Summary of Your Appraisal/Critique

	In the space below, provide a 300-400 word summary of your appraisal: 

 


*Question format derived from the following sources:

· Guyatt, G., & Rennie, D. (2002). Users' guides to the medical literature: Essentials of evidence-based clinical practice. Chicago: AMA Press. 

· Heneghan, C. & Badenoch, D. (2006). Evidence-based medicine toolkit. 2nd ed. Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing.

· McGibbon A, Eady A, & Marks S. (1999). PDQ Evidence-based principles and practices. Hamilton, OT: B.C. Decker.

· Sackett DL, Straus S, Richardson S, Rosenberg W, & Haynes RB. (2000). Evidence-based medicine: How to practice and teach EBM, 2nd ed. London: Churchill Livingstone. 

