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Foundation Honored in CASE
Annual Competition

The Foundation of UMDNJ
was honored with three awards
in this year’s CASE (Council for
Advancement and Support of

Education) District II Accolades
Awards program.

A Gold Award was received for the
Imagine the Difference You Can 
Make print advertisement that ran in
BusinessWeek, Fast Company, Forbes,
Fortune, Fortune Small Business, Inc.,
and Money magazines as part of the
Foundation’s awareness program.

The 2004 Annual Report garnered two
awards—a Bronze Award in the Annual
Report category and a Silver Award for
Excellence in Visual Design for the
annual report’s cover.

CASE district II is comprised of 660
member institutions from Delaware,
the District of Columbia, Maryland,
New Jersey, New York, Ontario,
Pennsylvania, Puerto Rico, the US
Virgin Islands and West Virginia.
Entries were judged by a panel of
experts from within and outside 
CASE member institutions.  
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As the father of eight-year old Jake, who has autism, Jeff Gitterman wanted to
ensure that others could access the same level of excellent care that his son was
receiving through The Autism Center of New Jersey at UMDNJ-New Jersey
Medical School in Newark. 

After learning that the Center is predominately funded
by grants, Mr. Gitterman, his sister Marcy Gitterman,
and Madelyn Goldfarb, a parent advocate and employee
at the Center, organized a benefit gala at the New
Jersey Performing Arts Center. They raised more 
than $250,000. 

“My objective for helping The Autism Center is
twofold: I want to be sure the Center would always be
there for my son and I want to help others who may not
have access to high quality care. Organizing an event
like this is easy when you know so many people are
going to benefit, especially children,” said Mr.
Gitterman, principle partner at the financial firm
Gitterman & Sacks, LLC., in Woodbridge. 

Because he is so passionate about this cause, Mr. Gitterman also became 
a founding member and chair of the Autism Center Advisory Board whose 
primary objective is fundraising for the Center. 

The global financial firm ING, which made a $50,000 donation, was a 
primary sponsor of the event.

“ING supports various education and children initiatives and is proud to 
sponsor this event where the proceeds support the clinical, research and 
education missions of The Autism Center of NJMS,” said Kathleen Murphy, 
president. 

In addition to a number of corporate supporters, the benefit Gala had 
far-reaching support with both acting Governor Richard Codey and 
Senator Jon Corzine in attendance. 

“We are incredibly excited to have the commitment of someone such as Jeff
Gitterman who displays such passion for not only helping our Center but the
many others who may not have the means of providing their children with the
appropriate medical treatment for Autism,” said Charles Cartwright, MD, 
medical director of The Autism Center.

For more information on how you can help support clinical or research programs
at The Autism Center, contact Inya Chehadé, senior director of development,
Foundation of UMDNJ, at (973) 972-2127 or at chehadin@umdnj.edu.

Benefit Gala Raises $250,000 
for The Autism Center
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(l-r) Event coordinators
Marcy Gitterman and 
Jeff Gitterman; Senator 
Jon S. Corzine; Charles
Cartwright, MD, medical
director of The Autism
Center; and Madeleine
Goldfarb, parent advocate.

Assuring the Future of Healthcare

Thanks to two local organizations, students 
at New Jersey Medical School were recently
awarded scholarships to help fund 
their educations. 

The C. R. Bard Foundation of Murray Hill,
NJ, contributed $50,000 to establish the
William H. Longfield Endowed Scholarship,
which will be awarded yearly to provide
financial support to a student interested in
biomedical engineering from the New Jersey
Medical School, Robert Wood Johnson
Medical School or the School of 
Osteopathic Medicine.  

The Columbian Foundation, a non-profit
organization founded in 1941 by business and
professional men of Italian descent, awarded
$16,000 in scholarships to five medical 
students. The Foundation has contributed
$92,000 in scholarship money since 1995 to
support UMDNJ. 

“Medical students today graduate with an average debt of $100,000,” explained 
George F. Heinrich, MD, associate dean of admissions for New Jersey Medical
School and CEO of the Foundation of UMDNJ. “We commend C.R. Bard and
The Columbia Foundation for their leadership in advancing healthcare in our
state by supporting these future physicians.” 

For more information about how you can provide scholarship support for students
at New Jersey Medical School, contact Patrick Bower at (973) 972-8761 or via 
e-mail at bowerpa@umdnj.edu.

(l-r) Columbian Foundation
scholarship recipients

Matthew Giangrante and
Frank Tedeschi; Benjamin 

Del Vento, chairman of the
scholarship committee; 

John Mangeveli, scholarship 
committee member; 

recipients Jackie Ruggiero,
Suzanne Bentley and 

Rian Pillitteri.

(l-r) William Longfield; 
immediate past chairman and
chief executive officer, C.R.
Bard; Pinakin R. Jethwa,
scholarship recipient; Timothy
M. Ring, chairman and CEO,
C.R. Bard and George F.
Heinrich, MD, vice chairman
and CEO, Foundation of
UMDNJ.
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A grateful patient of Drs. Barry Maltzman and Marco Zarbin has made a 
generous gift to the Institute of Ophthalmology and Visual Science (IOVS) at
New Jersey Medical School. The planned gift has been bequeathed by the
patient and her daughter, both of whom live in northern New Jersey. 

Mrs. B, who prefers to remain anonymous, developed cataracts in both of her
eyes at an early age. She consulted a number of physicians to pursue a course of
action, but was most impressed by Barry A. Maltzman, MD, a clinical professor
of ophthalmology at the IOVS and a graduate of New Jersey Medical School
and the IOVS residency program.

When Mrs. B’s eyesight worsened due to the rapid progression of wet, age-
related macular degeneration (AMD), Dr. Maltzman referred her to Marco A.
Zarbin, MD, PhD, chair of the IOVS and a nationally known expert in AMD.  

“When she first visited Dr. Zarbin, my mother could not see the eye chart at
all,” said her daughter. “But, Dr. Zarbin’s prompt attention and treatment
improved her sight so she could read the big E and most times, the second row
of the chart.” 

Mother and daughter were both so delighted with Drs. Maltzman and Zarbin’s
care and treatment that they wanted to do something to help others. And,

Planned Gift Ensures 
Future Eye Research

In recognition of the excellent 
programs offered through the
UMDNJ-School of Osteopathic
Medicine (SOM), the Osteopathic
Heritage Foundation of Columbus,
Ohio, has awarded $2 million to
establish the Osteopathic Heritage
Endowed Chair for Primary Care
Research at the school. 

The gift will be used by SOM’s
Center for Aging to further research
in the fields of aging and osteopathic
principles and practices. Thomas
Cavalieri, DO, the founding director
of the Center for Aging and professor
and chairman of the department of
medicine, will be the first holder of
the chair.

The Osteopathic Heritage Foundation
funds projects designed to improve
health and quality of life through
education, research and service 
consistent with its osteopathic heritage. 

“The research advanced through this
endowed chair will benefit individuals
far beyond New Jersey, advance
knowledge throughout the osteopathic
profession and lead to improvements
in osteopathic healthcare,” said Rick
Vincent, president and CEO of the
Osteopathic Heritage Foundations.
“The Foundation is impressed with
the design of the endowment activities,
the selection of Dr. Cavalieri to lead
these activities and the commitments
made to the endowment by the
University and the State of New
Jersey. We are very proud of this
partnership.”

The Center for Aging is a nationally
recognized leader in geriatric educa-
tion and is a unique center of clinical
care for the elderly in South Jersey.
For the past three years, U.S. News
and World Report has ranked it
among the top 20 geriatric education
programs in the nation. 

“Adults over 85 are the fastest-growing
segment of our population,” explained
R. Michael Gallagher, DO, dean, SOM.
“This partnership between our school
and the Osteopathic Heritage
Foundations will allow us to develop
clinical research leaders in primary
care, which will benefit the elderly 
in South Jersey and across the 
country as well.”

As part of the Foundation of UMDNJ’s
newly instituted 20% matching 
program, an additional $400,000 from
the Foundation of UMDNJ will be
added to this endowment. Gifts eligible
for the match must be endowed gifts
of $2 million or more, coming from 
a single donor, payable within two
years and benefiting an individual, 
department, center or institute that 
is a UMDNJ entity.

For more information about gifts to
SOM contact June Hampson, PhD,
vice president of development, at
(856) 566-6300 or via e-mail at 
hampsoju@umdnj.edu. To learn more
about the Osteopathic Heritage
Foundations, visit its web site at
www.osteopathicheritage.org.

SOM Receives $2 Million
For Research Chair

“My mother was among 
Dr. Maltzman’s first patients
and we were so very
impressed with the care he
provided to her,” Mrs. B’s
daughter said.

Thomas Cavalieri, DO, first
holder of the Osteopathic
Heritage Endowed Chair for
Primary Care Research.

NJDS Receives Largest Gift Ever
continued from page 1

“Delta Dental is proud to support the New Jersey Dental School capital campaign
in a manner that will positively impact the educational setting, foster their 
learning environment and help the University fulfill its mission to the community,”
said Walter VanBrunt, president and CEO, Delta Dental Plan of New Jersey. 

John Petillo, PhD, president of UMDNJ, commended Delta Dental for its 
commitment to the school and dental health in the state.

“Delta Dental has demonstrated tremendous corporate responsibility by investing
in New Jersey Dental School,” he said. “This leadership gift will clearly make a
difference to students and faculty at the dental school and has created an even
higher standard for education for us in the future.”

For more information about New Jersey Dental School’s $45 million capital
expansion program, contact Kim Barwick, senior director of development, at
(973) 972-1039 or via e-mail at barwicka@umdnj.edu.

continued on page 7
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The Foundation is pleased to announce the following new appointment
to the Core Services Group:

Ramona M. Ponce, Donor Records and Relations Manager. She is responsible
for managing & stewarding various scholarship programs, as well as the
Foundation's donor and endowed fund records. Ms. Ponce was previously 
the Donor Relations Coordinator at the Institute of Electrical and Electronic
Engineers Foundation. She can be reached at (732) 235-3305 or via e-mail at
poncerm@umdnj.edu.

The Foundation is pleased to announce the following new appointments
to the New Brunswick staff:

Karen DiMaria, Director of Annual Giving. Ms. DiMaria is responsible for
annual gifts, building philanthropic relationships with alumni and friends of

Robert Wood Johnson Medical School
(RWJMS) and identifying major gifts. She
was previously the Assistant Director of
Annual Giving at Fairleigh Dickinson
University. Ms. DiMaria can be reached 
at (732) 235-5107 or via e-mail at
dimarikn@umdnj.edu. 

Denise P. Gavala, Director of Development.
She is responsible for fundraising for the
Clinical Research Center and the Departments
of Medicine, Orthopedic Surgery, and Surgery
at RWJMS. Ms. Gavala was previously the
Director of Development of Douglass College

and the Faculty of Arts & Sciences at Rutgers University. She can be reached at
(732) 235-5109 or via e-mail at gavaladp@umdnj.edu. 

Erin Hardy, Associate Director of Major Gifts and Special Projects. Ms. Hardy
is responsible for major gift fundraising and stewardship to build major gift 
support. She had previously held a number of development positions at Rider
University, most recently as Director of Donor Relations. Ms. Hardy can be
reached at (732) 235-5108 or via e-mail at hardyee@umdnj.edu.  

Mary Hirsch, Director of Development. Ms. Hirsh is raising funds for the
Departments of Pediatrics and Obstetrics/Gynecology, the Child Health
Institute of New Jersey, the Women's Health Institute and the Eric B. Chandler
Health Center. She was previously a Director of Development at Rutgers
University. Ms. Hirsh can be reached at (732) 235-2964 or via e-mail at
hirschmj@umdnj.edu. 

Foundation News

(l-r) Erin Hardy, Karen DiMaria
and Denise Gavala

Mary Hirsch

To honor the memory of his beloved mother who died of a stroke at a very
young age, Adnan I. Qureshi, MD, and his family generously donated $250,000
to establish the Zeenet Qureshi Stroke Research Center at New Jersey Medical
School (NJMS). The gift will support the exciting frontiers in cerebrovascular
research currently being conducted at the medical school.

“This center is a dream come true for my family,” Dr. Qureshi, director of the
NJMS Cerebrovascular Program, told a group who gathered recently at the
dedication ceremony for the center. “We are hopeful that through the Center
we will be able to develop new and more effective treatments for stroke and to
train researchers and stroke specialists in the field of cerebrovascular diseases.”

Afshin Divani, PhD, has been named Director of the Center. 

“Stroke is a sophisticated disease that requires a multidisciplinary team of
researchers and clinicians to combat it,” explained Dr. Divani.

Dr. Divani has been highly committed to the development of University
Hospital’s Cerebrovascular Program, which treats over 400 stroke patients 
every year. The stroke research center is engaged in an extensive research 
strategy involving epidemiological, clinical and basic science research 
pertaining to cerebrovascular diseases. 

“Dr. Qureshi’s gift is particularly meaningful for the University because it is 
an inspiring example of a faculty member who is willing to take a huge step to
show his commitment to excellence by supporting an area of medicine that is
important to him personally and professionally,” explained George Heinrich,
MD, vice chair and CEO of the Foundation of UMDNJ.

NJMS Physician Honors 
His Mother’s Memory

(l-r)  Aasma Qureshi, MD,
Adnan Qureshi, MD, and
Afshin Divani, PhD

Ramona M. Ponce

Planned Gift Ensures Future Eye Research

continued from page 4

because they are life-long New Jersey residents, they wanted to be sure that they
helped a New Jersey-based institution. To do that, each named the IOVS 
as beneficiary of their individual estates.

“Our gift helps ensure that the IOVS has funds to support eye disease research so
that someday better treatments and cures could be possible,” Mrs. B’s daughter
explained. “It is gratifying to know that we are able to help so many others by
making this gift.”

To learn more about how you can financially support the IOVS, contact 
Patrick Bower, vice president for development, at (973) 972-8761 or 
via e-mail at bowerpa@umdnj.edu.



The New Jersey Dental School (NJDS) recently
received the largest gift in its history—$2 million
from Delta Dental Plan of New Jersey, Inc. 

The money will be used to build and equip the
Delta Dental Educational Conference Center in
the new Oral Health Pavilion. The center will
contain three conference rooms and three lecture
halls, all of which, when combined, will make up
the largest auditorium on any UMDNJ campus.

“We are proud to have the opportunity to positively
impact dental education and patient care at NJDS,
which is a leader in dental education. We believe
this center will be an integral part of the growth
and development of this fine institution,” said
Gerald Sydell, DDS, chairman of the board, 
Delta Dental Plan of New Jersey.

The new building will provide an expanded training center for future dentists, a
modern facility for high quality and efficient patient care and physical resources
for the community. Following completion of the Pavilion, the school will begin
renovating its current building to include the construction of new, high-tech
research facilities, Cecile Feldman, DMD, dean of the NJDS, explained.

“Our capital campaign and the development of the Delta Dental Educational
Conference Center allows us to expand our mission of educating students, 
conducting research, and providing high-quality oral health care to our
patients,” she said. “This center creates an educational setting that gives our
students an opportunity to hone their professional skills in an exceptional 
environment that will rival any in the nation.”

The conference center, which is scheduled for completion in fall 2005, will be
used by Delta Dental Plan of New Jersey and the NJDS for continuing education
programs for health care professionals.

continued on page 4

NJDS Receives Largest Gift Ever
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(l-r)  Cecile Feldman, DMD,
dean, New Jersey Dental
School; Gerald Sydell, DDS,
chairman of the board, Delta
Dental Plan of New Jersey;
John Petillo, PhD, president,
UMDNJ; and Walter VanBrunt,
president and CEO, Delta
Dental Plan of New Jersey.   
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